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EVERYDAY IS 
A GOOD DAY
Denaby Main & Conisbrough

2017 has been an exciting year in 
Denaby Main and Conisbrough and 
'Everyday is a Good Day' celebrates 
all that is happening by and for local 
people.  

From celebrating local heritage to 
launching a community allotments 
and nights out on the town, there is 
never a dull moment in Denaby and 
Conisbrough. So sit back and take a 
few moments to discover what 
is making everyday a good day.



Denaby is Diggin' it
In May Denaby Community Allotments 
officially launched with a fun filled day 
making pine cone bird feeders, planting, 
flower arranging master classes and 
enjoying handmade pizza baked fresh 
in the outdoor pizza oven.  

Local partners came together to prepare 
the site and support the event on the 
day. Local schools and a borough wide 
home schooling network will be using 
the site to teach children how to plant, 
grow and enjoy fresh produce and local 
people are really keen to support the 
site so everyone can enjoy it. If you or 
someone you know would like to get 
involved in the allotments then contact 
Karen on 07974216680 

Special thanks to: DMBC Country Side 
ranges Team, Brian from  Encaustic Art 
Plus, Communities Team in DMBC, 
volunteers from the community, Travis 
Perkins for materials supplied, Food 
Aware and Healthwatch Doncaster. 

 Marching to a winning streak 
In October 2016 the Conisbrough Castle Cavaliers 
successfully applied for a Community Micro Grant to 
fund new uniforms. They are doing their colours proud 
as they started the season winning second place in 
Division 2 2017 Open Championships and then an 
impressive first place Overall Band of the Day for
Division 2. Congratulations! 

The band have also been supporting community events 
such as the Denaby and Consibrough Heritage Festival 
in May and the Celebrate Denaby evening in June 
where they brought along photos of past uniforms for the 
community to enjoy. 



New Family Hub Launches
A fantastic day was had by over 300 people, 166 of 
whom were children, at the Denaby and 
Conisborough Family Hub Re-launch Fun Day on 
31st May. Fancy dress, face painting and some 
creepy crawly visitors from Reptile Rendezvous & 
Furry Friends made it a day to remember. 

Families were able to talk to South Yorkshire Fire & 
Rescue, the Department for Work and Pensions and 
Re-Read and got to know the Hubs fantastic 
volunteers.  

The Crags continues to be an area of importance to the community and there is much that can be done to 

make the most of such a valuable local asset to provide opportunities for exercise and to enjoy the natural 

landscape in a safe, welcoming environment. Achieving this will take everyone working together to make 

it happen, and so Conisbrough Forward are getting involved along with Well Doncaster, St Leger 

Homes, Council Countryside, Parks, Street Scene teams, Dearne Valley Landscape 

Partnership, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, schools and residents in Conisbrough and Denaby in order to 

develop a positive identity for the Crags area. 

Local businesses are lending a hand by planning volunteer days where staff are given time off work to 

help work on sections of the site to make it a better place to visit. The first of these volunteer days was in 

May when a group from Mexborough DWP came and made a real difference to one of the paths leading 

to the Crags. The volunteers got stuck in despite the wet weather and were soon having fun and their 

efforts made a real difference. The day was rounded off with a cook out around a fire pit supplied by the 

Doncaster Council Countryside Team. 

Cleaning up the Crags

Denaby and Conisbrough Volunteer Service has supported lots of 
inspirational individuals and group activities from the local 
community in Denaby & Conisbrough. To celebrate the fantastic 
work of the 48 volunteers and 28 employers who have supported 
the Denaby and Conisbrough Volunteer Service, Doncaster West 
Development Trust hosted a Celebration Event on 20th July to say 
thank you for everyone's hard work over the last 18 months. The 
event provided opportunities to introduce volunteers to 
organisations who can offer support in their quest to find information 
about further volunteer opportunities with local employers, training 
providers and support services.  

Celebrating Volunteers 



Denaby Bumping Space is in full swing meeting up 
three days a week and providing a great place for 
people of all ages to enjoy freshly cooked food, 
games, crafts, company and sometimes a spot of 
karaoke and a night on the town.  

After raising money and saving hard the group 
organised a day trip to Skegness and made sure that 
all who wanted to go could go and have a fantastic 
day. One of the organisers from Bumping Space said 
"It was hard work to organise but well worth it, I felt 
like I had done something really worthwhile when I 
saw everyone looking so happy".  

Volunteer, who me?  

Staff from Northern College have been visiting 
Denaby Bumping Space to work with members to 
design a bespoke training course to support 
members to come together and really think about
their purpose and how to work as a team. A cohort 
of ten members had a fantastic weekend at the 
college. Working together has helped change 
perspectives to learning; "I was worried about going 
to college, I was frightened that I wouldn't be able to 
do it. I am really glad I went. I loved it and I am 
booking more courses. I never would have thought 
that I would want to go to college". A Friends of 
Bumping Space (FOBS) has recently been 
constituted and will run Meet Up Mondays. 

Tony Christie found his way back home to 
Conisbrough for this years Music Fest. The 
Festival is in it's third year and saw record crowds 
coming together to enjoy some of South Yorkshire’s 
best bands and an array of stalls and activities. The 
festival had 5 stages: the Main Stage; Acoustic 
Stage; Northern Soul Stage; DJ Stage and Kid’s 
Stage which doubled up as a Busker Stage in the 
evening, along with a fairground, dedicated Kids’ 
zone, pony rides, bouncy castles, Youth Bus and 
urban beach. De Warenne Academy took centre 
stage when the finalists of De Warenne’s Got Talent 
sang live on the Kid’s Stage.The day was a smash 
hit and well worth the effort to see so many people 
enjoying such a great day out. 

Conisbrough Music Fest



Over the last three months, b:Friend have hosted a 
Social Club at the Library in the Springwell Centre every 
Thursday morning for older neighbours who may be 
feeling lonely to come along, have a cuppa and a chat. 

Each week they have welcomed a number of local 
residents and, while there is still room for anyone else 
that wishes to pop in for a brew and a natter. It's been 
great to get together with people that otherwise may not 
see another person all week. Those who go play 
dominoes, cards, quizzes and eat as many biscuits 
as possible in two hours. 

b:Friend's amazing volunteers in Denaby are Karrie, 
Gail and Angela and each week they have a real laugh 
with the neighbours that come along. The group will 
continue to meet every Thursday morning in Denaby 
and if anyone over the age of 60 wants to come down 
and join in, they're more than welcome.  

b:Friending is Caring

Two trainee baristas have joined the staff of a 
popular community café which is expanding 
both its menu and events programme. 
The Hot Chocolate Lounge in Denaby, which 
is funded by the Big Lottery and run by 
Doncaster West Development Trust (DWDT), 
has now provided jobs for four people less 
than a year after opening as well as offering 
ongoing volunteer opportunities. Denaby
residents Shannon Reeder, 20, was appointed 
earlier this year and was recently joined by 
Megan Ackerman, 19, and they are receiving 
on the job training in areas such as barista 
skills, food hygiene and customer service 
and are thoroughly enjoying their part-time 
roles. 

To kick off enterprise in the community a £10 
challenge has been launched. Groups or individual 
can sign up to turn £ 10 into as much money as they 
can and all money raised goes to local charities. 17 
people have signed up in its first few weeks. Along 
side this there is a Be the Boss session on July 22nd 
where people can find out what it means to be self 
employed and then an Enterprise Cafe on the 9th 
September for anyone who is thinking about starting a 
business. If anyone has an idea they think could be a 
business and have questions on how to make it 
happen now, don't wait and contact Sue on 
07453010640 or Steph on 07756026578.

Get Denaby Enterprising You're Hired



As part of the borough wide Heritage Festival in 
May, Denaby and Conisbrough hosted a local 
history fair. The fair had a Great War theme and 
took place on Denaby Crags Football Field where 
local groups, including those dedicated to local 
history had stalls, kids enjoyed fair ground rides, 
local activity centre Kingswood ran activity sessions 
and those in attendance enjoyed poetry by local 
poet Barry Wilkinson and a display by the 
Conisbrough Castle Cavalier marching band. 
Volunteers from Ashworth Barracks came dressed 
in uniforms from WWI and Doncaster Heritage 
services exhibited art work from three primary 
schools in Denaby which represented Denaby's 
history. It was a fun morning and great to see so 
many people enjoy celebrating their local history.

Celebrating Local History 

Denaby has been taking trips down memory lane 
with Aspiring2 hosting vintage afternoon teas with 
themes from the 40s, fabulous 50s, swinging 60s, 
glam-rock 70s and, by request, an ABBA tribute 
afternoon tea. Funded through the Denaby 
Community Micro Grant, the 80 attendees across 
the events enjoyed making new and strengthening 
existing friendships, time out of the house, lovely 
food and a dance during Memory Lane Music 
Bingo. The tea parties were so popular Aspiring2 
teamed up with local group the Darling Buds of 
Denaby and Healthwatch Doncaster Micro Grant 
Scheme and hosted an afternoon of fun and 
dancing for over 40 people.   
  

Tea and Dancing Anyone?

Denaby Community Library and Hub continues to 
be a place for residents to socialise, learn and 
volunteer. There are currently 9 volunteers supporting 
the Community Library and it couldn't run without 
them.  

It is often the simple things that make the biggest 
difference and a big win for the library this last month 
has been the fitting of castors on the book stacks 
which means the small space can now be reworked 
into a lovely open teaching area, a comfortable 
meeting space, a work group area and endless other 
formats within moments. It really has had a wonderful 
effect on the feeling of the space and what the 
Community Hub can offer to the community. 

The Library hosts numerous community activites such 
as the b:Friend service, Tablet and Computer group, 
St Leger Homes drop in advice sessions and family 
and local history group. There are plans for a World
War II themed event and to host meet the author 
afternoons. 

Meet up & catch up at the Library

https://www.facebook.com/Aspiring2/


Picnicking in the Park 
It was fantastic to see all of the Tenants Clubs and 
TARAs from the Conisbrough and Denaby area 
coming together in June for Denaby's Picnic in the 
Park spearheaded by Craganour TARA. The schools 
were able to get involved as students were invited to 
design a ‘Denaby Mascot’, The winning design by 
Molly Mae of St Albans school,  incorporated the Pit 
Wheel and the design will be seen at various stages 
throughout its creation. 

 This year had all kinds of attractions including a small 
medieval re-enactment by local group Inferna 
Peditum who use Hickleton Street Communal Hall to 
practice, James Tuby and one of his roundabouts for 
the small children, llamas, The Go Girls from Denaby 
Main Primary Academy, Graham and his Ice Creams 
plus many more.  Doncaster West Development Trust 
kindly donated £100 to the event for the sports day 
prizes. Thanks to all of those who were involved 
in such a fantastic day! 

Celebrating Denaby 
There is so much going on in Denaby and to 
celebrate Well Doncaster organised an evening 
where local groups and successful Community 
Micro Grant applicants could come and 
showcase the amazing work they are going in 
the community. Over 80 people came and were 
treated to live music form the Conisbrough 
Castle Cavaliers, a training session with Denaby 
Main JFC and a dramatic performance of a short 
story from Dynamic Impact Group. Aspiring2 
hosted an excellent al fresco pop up vintage cafe 
where residents could enjoy a cuppa and chat to 
community explorers about living in Denaby. 
Denaby Bumping Space, Re-Read, Conisbrough 
Forward, Ministry of Craft, Craganour Tara and 
b:Friend spoke to residents and promoted the 
fantastic opportunities in their local community. 

Artist Matt Worden supported visitors as they shared 
their thoughts about important places and people in 
Denaby and their dreams for the area. He then turned 
them into wonderful art pieces that belong to the 
community. 



Denaby Reads
Reading confidently is something many people take for 
granted and it is a skill that affects almost every aspect of 
modern life.  Denaby Reads aims to support families and 
individuals to not only be able to  read confidently but also 
develop a love of reading.  

Re-Read are leading the work in Denaby and have been 
busy meeting meeting people, attending school groups and 
securing funding through the Community Micro Grant for 
tablets to use at the library and out and about in the 
community so more people can engage with the events and 
activities as the work spread further into the community.  

As part of ‘Get Denaby and Conisbrough 
Enterprising’, Aspiring2 was delighted to be given the 
opportunity to work with a number of children from 
Pennine View School. As part of the programme, they 
organised five sessions, over two days to over 60 
children.  

The sessions began by talking about ways to raise 
funds as the school would like to set up a drama 
group. The students got into making items to sell and 
were really creative as they made lamps out of wine 
bottles, glass painted tea light holders, lavishly 
decorated photo frames and intricate bracelets. 

The next step was deciding on a company name and 
after lots of suggestions the final one chosen was 
‘Castle Crafts and Little Arts’. The children were keen 
to help with the pricing of the items and as they learnt 
about costs and profit margins some budding 
entrepreneurs emerged.. 

Nicky from Aspiring2 said "Well done to all pupils at 
Pennine View School, we hope you raise lots of 
money for your new drama group and that the newly 
formed ‘Castle Crafts and Little Arts’ enterprise grows 
into a flourishing business going forward. And a big 
thank you to the staff for all of their support during the 
sessions. 

We would welcome the opportunity to work with other 
schools in the Denaby and Conisbrough area. Please 
get in touch to discuss at hello.aspiring2@gmail.com." 

Getting Crafty Pays 

There is so much more going on in Denaby and Conisbrough the what is included in this edition 
and we want to share all the fantastic things that the community are achieving. Contact Emma at 
emma.nicholas@doncaster.gov.uk with article or stories for the Autumn edition of Everyday is a 
Good Day. Look forward to hearing from you!


