
AUTUMN 2017  EVERY DAY
IS A GOOD
DAY
Denaby Main & Conisbrough

2017 has been an exciting year in 
Denaby Main and Conisbrough 
and 'Every Day is a Good Day' 
celebrates all that is happening 
by and for local people  

This Autumn edition is mainly 
devoted to celebrating the first 
year of the Community Micro 
Grant and the passionate people 
working hard for their community



Fury Friends and Family Fun
With twice the number of stalls and activities, the Welfare Field 
was buzzing at Conisbrough Gala this August. Highlights 
included Tuby's funfair and Bouncy Castle, the EPIC team 
brought along their zorb balls and Kingswood had a Drum Jam 
session. In the main arena Swat Taekwondo gave a lively 
demonstration of their skills. Nature Safari brought some calm 
to the proceedings with their collection of both familiar and 
unusual animals to pet. Lindsay Scott, the 'Rural Dog Walker' 
was our guest judge for the Fun Dog Show and all proceeds of 
which went to the Mayflower Animal Sanctuary in Bawtry. 
Local volunteers shone as they helped set up, run and clear 
away everything. Without them such a fantastic day wouldn’t 
have been possible. 

Denaby's North Cliff Allotment holders supported local group 
Denaby Bumping Space at their Friday Cook and Eat 
sessions at Harrogate Drive Community Centre. These 
sessions support people as they learn about healthy eating 
and develop cookery skills. A fantastic bumper crop of 
locally grown produced was donated by the allotment 
holders to the group to transform into a fantastic feast. 

Home Grown and Delicious 

Walking Through History
Walk leaders and local residents Penny Lloyd-Rees 
and Carl Smith are leading spectacular walks all round 
the local area. In August they lead the 5th circular walk 
which includes walking the length of the Crags, taking 
in the stunning views across the valley and down 
through Denaby. The group stopped and learned about 
the areas history along the way. September’s walk was 
their longest yet. They walked along the River Don to 
Sprotbrough’s Boat Inn and then back again over the
viaduct. An extra walk has been added to the walk 
schedule which will be walking to Cadeby and back 
through Denaby, meeting at Conisbrough Castle’s 
lower car park at 10:30 am, November 18th. 

Denaby Community Allotment has been a hive of

activity with volunteers from the Yorkshire Wildlife

Trust based at Poteric Carr, DMBC West Area

Team and Well Doncaster. The group painted two

containers, installed a second poly-tunnel and dug

it out ready for community use. The Allotment site

is looking fantastic and is creating interest across

the community.  

Volunteers Getting Stuck In



MICRO GRANT
COMMUNITY

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

August 2017 marked the Community Micro Grant's one year 
anniversary. Launched in August 2016, the scheme has received an 

amazing 26 successful applications from community organisation across 
Denaby and Conisbrough. 

 
The Community Micro Grant scheme is a really simple way for local 

community organisations to access up to £500.  
 

All groups have to do is complete a very short application form, then a 
panel of local residents will review and discuss how the application will 

benefit the community and its residents.  
 

From football equipment to afternoon teas to film making, the grants 
have helped hundreds of local people get the most from their 

community. 
 

Here is a taste of what your community groups have been able to do 
with the help of the Community Micro Grants!



Denaby Main Juniors FC have been training hard and 
are ready for the season thanks to new training 
equipment supplied through the Community Micro 
Grant. 

Training Like Champions 

Consbrough Scouts have 73 members and used their 
Community Micro Grant to purchase two much needed 
tents so they can take more young people to camp. 
Each one sleeps six young people in two 
compartments, and there is lots of room for their bags in 
the front section. The Scouts went camping this 
summer at Squirrel Wood Scout Camp site at 
Burghwallis, Doncaster where they camped alongside 
another 800 scouts. The weather was very hot and all 
had a brilliant time. No sooner were the tents packed
away that they are back out again. In September the 
Scouts took part in a camping competition at Hesley 
Wood Scout Camp in Sheffield, and again in October 
when the Cubs are going to Bradley Wood Scout Camp 
in Brighouse, West Yorkshire for the weekend.  

Let's go Camping

Aspiring2 put the kettle on and delivered Special 
Times for Special Memories Vintage Tea Parties 
and Memory Lane Bingo sessions utilising funds 
from the Community Micro Grant and matched 
funding from Evan Cornish. The aims of the 
project were to reduce isolation and loneliness and 
also to raise awareness of other support services 
within the area; the overall objective, however, 
was for participants to ‘have a good day’. 

Using the Hot Chocolate Lounge as the venue 
Aspiring2 hosted vintage afternoon teas with 
themes from the 40s, fabulous 50s, swinging 60s, 
glam-rock 70s and, by request, an ABBA tribute 
afternoon tea.  80 attendees across the events 
enjoyed making new and strengthening existing 
friendships, time out of the house, lovely food and 
a dance during Memory Lane Music Bingo. 

Taking Trips Down Memory Lane

https://www.facebook.com/Aspiring2/


Earlier this year b:Friend were awarded a 
Community Micro Grant to launch a Social Club in 
Denaby for socially isolated older neighbours over 
the age of 65. The group was established to bring 
people together in the area for a cuppa, a chat and 
social activities to reduce their feelings of 
loneliness. 

The group was launch at the Springwell Centre and, 
while they are still growing, there are 9 people who 
come regularly and see it as a vital part of their 
week. The group has been meeting for two months 
now, every Thursday at Denaby Library, 10am- 
12pm. 

Making Friends and Having Fun 
 

Breaking Beats provided 3 DJ sessions, followed by 3 
Music Productions sessions to 15 different young, 14 
of them girls & just the solitary boy. Each of the young 
people really immersed themselves in the activity & 
listened intently to the instructions from the 
tutors. They each had a good understanding of music 
& the way in which it’s constructed, although their 
knowledge is certainly greater now. Many of the 
young people became proficient at DJ’ing & 
writing/producing their own compositions. The group 
really worked as a team and by the end they were 
brimming with confidence. 

Making Music 

The Darling Buds of Denaby continue to go from 
strength to strength as they meet weekely at 
Hickleton Community Hall every Friday 1pm-3pm. 
They wanted to give their community a Christmas 
party to remember as well as reach new people in 
their community so more people can enjoy the 
friendship and fun of a Friday with the Darling Buds. 
All 36 people who attended raved about the 
fantastic Christmas feast that group Directors 
Christine and June worked tirelessly to prepare. 
Live music was provided by a member of the Well 
North team playing the accordion, games master 
June lead the group in a number of really fun 
games and of course a sing-a-long to classic 
Christmas hits. 
Everyone made the nice list as Santa stopped by 
for a surprise visit and gave everyone a gift for 
under the tree. 
It was a lovely afternoon and everyone who came 
said how they enjoyed it and got them into the 
Christmas spirit.   

Santa Claus Came To Town



The Community Micro Grant allowed newly formed 
community group Inferna Peditum to buy a large 
medieval tent to be used at galas and community 
events to showcase their living history group. 
Purchasing a display/reenactment tent has helped 
the group stand out from the crowd at events and 
feel more confident during engagement, 
interactions and introductions to their group. This 
also means that they are more sustainable as they 
are able to run their sessions no matter the
weather.  

Making It Happen On The Crags
The Crags are a real asset to Denaby and 
Consibrough and Consibrough Forward tapped into 
their local knowledge and contacts by supporting 
local activities on the Crags such as the History 
Festival in the Spring. The event celebrated local 
history and presented the Crags as a venue for 
future events.  
Conisbrough Forward worked hard in liaising with 
local organisations and businesses to give of their 
time to volunteering on the Crags. First on site was 
Mexbrough DWP who worked in the rain clearing an 
entrance way to make it more accessible and 
pleasant for those who visit the Crags. 
There are plans to establish a 'Friends Of' group for 
the Crags where local people can lead the way in 
developing and improving the site. Any interested 
residents can contact Conisbrough Forward at the 
emails below to find out how they can get involved; 
conisbroughforward@gmail.com 

Conisbrough Music Fest had its third successful year in 
July. The event is a celebration of local musicians and 
artists coming together with the local community for one 
day. The Community Micro Grant specifically helped 
enhance the popular Kids Zone. Grant funds were used 
to hire Rotherham African Drummers to perform and 
hold workshops, children’s entertainer Mr Dan, Busy 
Bee to run craft workshops and sand art and pony rides 
by Horseworld of Tickhill. 100’s of local children from 
toddlers to teens were able to try new experiences and 
have fun. 

Going Back In Time 

Festival of Fun 



In Rememberence
Poppies lit up the night sky and transformed the ancient Conisbrough castle into a monument of
remembrance thanks to a Community Micro Grant and the backing of scores of Doncaster people and
businesses. Conisbrough Music Fest organisers Steve Pugh and Simon Duffty hit on the idea of doing
something special to mark this year’s Remembrance commemorations and the 100th anniversary of the
Battle of the Somme. They set about liaising with castle owner English Heritage to project an illuminated
poppy display on to the Keep of the Norman building and started fundraising for the £2,000 needed. 
Steve said the project only got off the ground when they applied for Community Micro Grant as it allowed
them to get the project going. A crowdfunding appeal was launched to raise the rest of the funds and the
target was reached in just a few days. 
Illuminated poppy images were projected onto Conisbrough Castle between 7 and 9.30pm on November
11, 12 and 13 and crowds of over 3,000 saw the display. Extra money raised through crowdfunding was
used to help finance the replacement of the war memorial statues bayonet, which had been missing for a
number of years. 

Denaby United FC are a local community football
club based at Old Road, Conisbrough. They have
three adult and four junior teams made up of both
male and female players, aged from Under 6’s to
over 45’s. After recently taking over the lease for Old
Road Pavilion from Doncaster Council, the club
applied for a Community Micro Grant to improve the
Pavilion kitchen facilities. The kitchen is a vital part
of the club's plans for future financial sustainability
as they plan to serve hot drinks and snacks from this
area to help pay for kit and pitch fees. The majority
of the money was spent on getting a waste draining
pipe to the main drain on the external kitchen wall. 

Small Things Make A Big
Difference

There is so much more going on in Denaby and Conisbrough then what is included in this edition 
and we want to share all the fantastic things that the community are achieving. Contact Emma at 
emma.nicholas@doncaster.gov.uk with article or stories for the Winter edition of Every Day is a 
Good Day. Look forward to hearing from you!


