
WINTER 2017  EVERY DAY 
IS A GOOD 
DAY
Denaby Main & Conisbrough

2017 has been an exciting year in 
Denaby Main and Conisbrough 
and 'Every Day is a Good Day' 
celebrates all that is happening 
by and for local people  

This Winter edition will celebrate 
all the fantastic and festive 
goings-on in Denaby and 
Conisbrough over the winter 
months



Challenge Accepted
The £10 Challenge; an initiative encouraging residents and 
groups to turn £10 into as much money as possible for good 
causes, ran by Aspiring2 came to an end in December. A 
total of £1725 was raised by just 34 people. Enterprising 
activities included homemade fudge, card making, knitting 
and crocheting, baking, candle making and soft toy making. 
There were also raffles, a fashion show and coffee 
mornings. Good causes benefiting included Bumping Space, 
Crafty Corner, Rotherham Stroke Friendship Group, Air 
Ambulance, Darling Buds of Denaby, Sidari Animal 
Sanctuary, Guide Dogs, Mayflower Animal Sanctuary, 
Weston Park, Golden Oldies, Craganor Tara, Titans, 
Salvation Army, Friends of Denaby Academy, Denaby 
Avenue Craft Workshop Group and Friends of Bumping 
Space. 
Much of the produce was sold at a Christmas Crafts Fayre 
held in November at Tom Hill Young People’s Centre. The 
range and quality of crafts and gifts was immense. The 
challenge ended with a private event held at Balti Palace 
Restaurant celebrating everyone's achievements.  
If you didn’t take part in the last round of the £10 Challenge, 
it’s not too late. The second round will be launching in March 
2018. Please get in touch for more details; 
Sue 07453 010 640     Steph 07756 026 578 

Denaby Bumping Space regular Glyn Butcher has 
written a poem about his experience since he started 
attending the group; 

PFG The Road To Happiness;  
I remember when I first came to PFG, I was wondering 
what they would make out of me. I though I would be 
left out in the cold as before, but people at PFG 
positively opened the door. 
I was made to feel welcome, feel wanted and at home. 
This was far away from how I used to feel; unwanted, 
unloved and alone. 
I experience peer support for the first time, I knew 
instantly this was a behaviour I wanted to mime. I love 
how they treated each other with respect and with 
trust, wanting the best for each other, nothing fake or 
unjust. I now feel safe, satisfied and secure, all the 
things I have longed for so many years before. 
Now I am happy with a smile on my face, because 
now I feel like a person and part of the human race. I 
want to thank everyone at PFG from the bottom of my 
heart for my recovery in which you all played a part. 
Glyn Butcher 

Back in June 2017 Denaby hosted an event as part 

of Doncaster Heritage Festival on the the Crags. 

The event was a celebration of local history with a 

focus on WW1. In the spirit of 'make do and mend' 

Denaby Dig It Allotments was helping people plant 

sunflower and pumpkin seeds and held a 

competition at harvest season for the biggest. Local 

Denaby girl,  6 year old Alexandra Todd won the 

competition with her pumpkin and sunflower, 

winning Asda vouchers for her family. 

Congratulation Alexandra!

A poem for Peer Support

Winning Harvest



Craganour TARA upped their game at Halloween 
and transformed the bungalow into a spooky 
haunted house  to entertain and scare the 
community. Looking forward to seeing what they 
do next Halloween! 

Haunted House 
Denaby Community Allotments have commissioned 
artist Matt Warden to design two signs for the space. 
Matt had drafted a prototype and will paint one sign 
himself and another will be painted through the art 
group at Craganour TARA. Watch out in upcoming 
editions for the finished signs.  

Allotments This Way

St Leger Homes Housing Officer and Denaby local 
Sue Redfern has championed a number of 
garages in Denaby to be transformed into storage 
units for household items and furniture left by St 
Leger tenants. The units got a fresh coat of paint 
and flooring and are ready to be filled up. 
The furniture would usually go to landfill but with 
the units the items will be stored and given for free 
to families and individuals in need and help 
preserve the environment. 

Helping the Environment 
and Local Families 

In response to the community wanting to improve Greys Court, Doncaster artist Mandy Keating (or 
Banksy's wife as she become known) was commissioned to design a mural that represented Denaby 
and would fill the 33ft wall that runs the length of Greys Court. After visiting with local groups, schools 
and businesses Mandy designed a mural which captured Denaby's past, present and future and even 
used photos of Denaby people in the design. Mandy was helped out by local people and became a 
regular fixture on the Court for a few months. The completion of the mural was celebrate with an event 
at the Hot Chocolate Lounge in November. 

Brightening up Grey's Court

https://www.facebook.com/Aspiring2/


Aspiring2 have been busy supporting Denaby and 
Conisbrough in their goals to be their own boss and 
start their own business. They have held two 
Enterprise Cafe's where people can develop their 
business ideas in an informal setting. 
From this they held a 'Be the Boss' session, a one 
day course which looks at what it takes to set up a 
business. 6 local people have set up business 
ranging from crafts to house maintenance services 
to cakes.  
November saw the launch of Denaby 
and Conisborough Business Club where 15 
business owners enjoyed the opportunity to network 
and share information and advice over supper. 

Making Friends and Having Fun 
 

Denaby Christmas Market Returns 

On Sun 17th Dec, Food Aware supported 
Craganour TARA as they put on a festive 
meal for local homeless and less fortunate 
resident with lots of surplus fruit, 
vegetables and goodies donated largely 
the courtesy of Morrisons. 

Some of the Craganour TARA young 
people were also delighted to see Father 
Christmas visit them (Food Aware's very 
own Mark Dockerty) with some Christmas 
presents as part of the Hallam FM Mission 
Christmas appeal. 

Santa Claus Came To Town

Visitors enjoyed a host of attractions, entertainment 
and festive food and drinks at the Denaby Christmas 
Fair in December. 
Based in the Greys Court shopping precinct, the fair 
is becoming a popular annual fixture in Denaby’s 
social calendar which offers something for all the 
family and brings people together. 
Businesses, residents, schools and community 
organisations all entered into the Christmas spirit to 
make sure the event went with a swing. The Hot 
Chocolate Lounge, run by Doncaster West 
Development Trust, catered for hungry residents and 
stallholders by serving up burgers, hotdogs and 
homemade soup and Santa made a special guest 
appearance. 
Other highlights included a Teddy Tombola and 
various stalls and competitions. Among those 
supporting the event were DMBC, Denaby Reads, 
Cake your Day, Conisbrough Forward, 
Well Doncaster and Tuby's Funfairs 



The Henderson Family from Conisbrough decided 
to spend their Christmas giving back and helping 
others by putting on a full Christmas lunch on 
Christmas day for those who are lonely or 
struggling financially. 13 peopled booked a spot 
and 9 people came on the day. The Henderson's 
who were prepared to spend their own money on 
the lunch soon found out that wouldn't be
necessary as the community step up to help 
out. They received donations of food including two 
turkeys, table trimmings, treats and presents. In the 
end the Henderson's didn't need to spend a penny.  
Margaret Henderson was really overwhelmed by 
the support and generosity of so many people 
across Denaby and Conisbrough. 

A Time for Giving
Aspiring2 started a Reverse Advent Calendar where 
groups and individuals were encouraged to put 
items into a box rather than take out like a usual 
festive advent calendar. Aspiring2 linked with the 
Hot Chocolate Lounge to act as the Denaby 
Collection Point. Denaby people stepped up and 
gave throughout December. The donated goods 
were taken to St Peters in Chains Church on 
Chequer Road who were providing Christmas Day 
lunch for the homeless and vulnerable. The items 
were gratefully received.  

Conisbrough Christmas market  is the biggest in Conisbrough Forward’s year. This year the market had live 
music outside the Church Hall performed by the Conisbrough St Peter’s Church Choir and Band and 
Rotherham Town Brass Band. Santa handed out presents to children in St Peter’s car park and there was 
plenty of festive cheer in local shops and cafes with Christmas tunes throughout the day. Tuby’s funfair for 
younger children set up in Sainsbury’s car park. Everyone commented on the lovely atmosphere at the 
event which has become a must on many people’s Christmas schedules.

Christmasy Community Spirit 

Conisbrough Kicks off Christmas 



Walking in a Winter Wonderland
Denaby Winter Wonderland event took place on 19th December 2017 and it was a great community event 
held on the allotments on Denaby Crags and was part sponsored by the Denaby Family Hub and a Denaby 
Community Micro Grant.   
There was much to do to prepare the allotment for the 500 local people who attended. A team of volunteers 
and staff from Denaby Family Hub, Tom Hill Youth Centre, Well Doncaster, DMBC Areas Team and DMBC  
Allotments Team covered half the allotments with a weed suppressant and covered that with approximately 
10 tonne of wood chippings (donated by DMBC) to enable a safer surface for visitors. The allotments was 
decorated with over 15 Christmas trees and branches which had been sprayed white and covered in lights 
for a true winter wonderland effect. A big thank you to Ikea who donated decorations and a mountain of 
batteries to power all the lights and to the community who helped by donating their old Christmas trees. 

There is so much more going on in Denaby and Conisbrough then what is included in this edition and we want to
share all the fantastic things that the community are achieving. Contact Emma at emma.nicholas@doncaster.gov.uk
with article or stories for the next edition of Every Day is a Good Day. Look forward to hearing from you!

The main attraction were 3 reindeer, including 6 
month old baby Biscuit and the community had a 
chance to see and feed them. There was a 
steady stream of local schools, childminders and 
children and staff from Little Einstein’s Day 
Nursery throughout the day. There were also 
workshops for the children to paint on paper 
plates to take home and put out on Christmas 
Eve for the reindeer's.  They could also write 
their Santa wish-list letters and send them via a 
red post box in the workshop.  

The day was a great success and plans have 
already started for the 2018 event to improve on 
this first one and to get it bigger and better.

The poly tunnel was transformed into the Santa’s Grotto 
and lit with Christmas lights and trees. Re-Read donated 
over 500 children’s books and volunteers and staff wrapped 
them all so Santa could hand them out as presents.

Local volunteer Tracy (second elf on the left) wrote a poem about the day:

So here it is that time of year, 
When santa has a listening ear, 
And children feed the reindeer, 

A winter wonderland, 
For all so see, 
A magical place for you an me, 
A place for all the family. 

There's santas grotto, 
With flashing lights, 
A gift from santa, 
Is sure to delight. 

There's lots of things to see and do, 
A letter to santa with love from you, 
And dance along to Christmas tunes. 

Then visit the workshop, 
Create what you like, 
With a sprinkle of magic, 
It will sure turn out right. 

They'll be mother Christmas 
and Santa's elves, 
And if you listen carefully you'll hear 
jingling bells. 

All the children leaving, 
With eyes wide an bright, 
A smile on there face, they'll sure 
sleep tonight.  


